Good Afternoon Senators.
My name is Janet Murray.  I am the Environmental Health Supervisor with the Randolph County Health Department in Moberly, Missouri.  I have worked in this position for over 30 years.

Today I would like to speak to you in opposition to SB 1015.  There are several reasons that I feel that this bill is a deterrent to public health, with the first one being perhaps the most important.
1. Many counties and/or cities in the State have their own version of the State Food Code.  They already have mechanisms for permitting of permanent, mobile, and temporary food facilities, which include farmers markets.  If suddenly vendors are able to purchase permits through the state, those areas with ordinances are very likely to be deluged with all kinds of products which may or may not be approved to sell.   For example; someone could show up with home canned green beans. Under the very vague definition of “Agricultural Product” in section 348.400, this would be allowable, yet under the state food code and virtually any food code in the United States, home-canned foods are not from an approved source and are forbidden to be used or sold.  At the same time vendors selling foods such as these in areas where there is no oversight by local health would then be confused and angry when they come into a regulated area and are not allowed to sell those products or where those products are embargoed.

2. The application mentions sending in a listing of all products that will be sold.  That is fine, but in my experience those products change very frequently.  If someone says they are going to make “baked goods” they may mean cookies in the beginning, but at some point you can bet that pies will start to appear.  Pretty soon it isn’t just apple or peach pies, but custard, cream, or pumpkin pies that are potentially hazardous and not allowed to be sold at Farmers Markets.

3. Allowing applications to be valid for a three year period almost assures that people will bend the rules, especially in areas that are not inspected.  Added to that, there are no provisions for revoking permits mentioned in this bill.
4. This bill would allow a $25.00 application fee to go to DHSS to “administer” the provisions of the section.  This is for a three year permit.  How about the local health departments that actually inspect these farmers markets??  They are the ones that are taking their own time (generally on a Saturday or in the evening, after hours).  Where is their compensation?  Even if the State gave the $25.00 to the local health departments it would not cover the expense of driving. 
5. Who is going to assure that people actually get these permits?  What sort of provisions have been made for those that ignore the law and sell without permits?  Who is expected to go check to assure that each and every stand set up has a permit?  The local health departments-it is not in our core contracts now and with the drastic cuts that the state has made to core funding to local health it is doubtful that any provision will be made for this.  No provision/no inspection.
6. In the event that there would be an outbreak of food-borne illness resulting from a product sold at a farmers market, who would investigate that outbreak.  Keep in mind that the product may have been produced in some other area of the state, and the local health agency would not have any information on vendors that have state licenses.  

Senators, I urge you to seriously consider the potential impacts of this bill.  Keep in mind that those of us that are from local public health are only interested in one thing-protecting the public health.  Farmers Markets are great when they are well organized and regulated on the local level.  Let us do our jobs.  I was asked to be on the Board of our local farmers market last year.  We had a number of meetings prior to the opening of the market.  We discussed the rules, what could and could not be sold, and developed general operating guidelines.  I went to each market and had new vendors fill out simple application forms and gave out permits (at no charge).  We did not have any problems because the President of the Market Board, the officers and I worked together.  A state license will muddy the water and make it more difficult to keep the food sold at the markets safe for the public.
