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Aid to Local Public Health (Core Functions) Funding:  Support Increase

Local public health agencies (LPHAs) use this funding to carry out traditional public health services that are necessary for quality of life in our communities, such as communicable disease investigation, environmental health, and health education.  

The current funding is inadequate to meet the needs. As the population grows and ages, more resources are needed just to maintain current services.   State funding for local public health services ($8 million in FY09) has not increased since FY 00, and was actually cut in FY 03 and again in FY 04.  In the last ten years, the population has increased 7%, while budget cuts and inflation have eaten away over 20% of the value of the state funds. 
Missouri ranks 47th in the nation in per capita state public health funding, the lowest among our contiguous states.  Local funding sources are also shrinking in the present economic hard times.  The number of local staff has actually decreased, while the number of residents, tourists, food facilities, sewage systems, etc. has grown.  The ability of local agencies to provide essential public health services has been severely compromised.  It is as if a fire department had no trucks or equipment to fight fires.  

Meanwhile, new challenges to the public’s health are coming to the forefront, with no resources to address them.  The growing toll of chronic diseases, obesity, lack of physical activity and tobacco use may actually shorten the lifespan of the next generation.  Public health agencies must address these threats and also lead their communities in planning for pandemic influenza, bioterrorist attacks, and natural disasters.

MoALPHA supports a substantial increase in Core Public Health Functions funding for LPHAs.   Please contact the members of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees, and your own legislators.
Federal Stimulus Funding for Disease Prevention:  Support funding for LPHAs

MoALPHA believes that LPHAs are in a unique position to rapidly implement effective, evidence-based disease prevention programs at the community level.  We can quickly put federal stimulus funds to work, through programs that will improve people’s health and save health care costs.  Two bills have set up special funds to receive and track federal stimulus funding.

HB 744, Rep. Icet, creates the Missouri Family Recovery Plan Fund and the Economic Stimulus Fund in the state treasury to receive moneys provided under the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

SB 313, Sen. Nodler, creates two separate funds within the state treasury to receive and retain funds provided under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

Emergency Response:  Support Emergency Dispensing by Government Employees

MoALPHA supports a change in the law regarding dispensation of medications during emergencies, which would add state and political subdivision employees to the term "volunteer.” This would enhance local planning by allowing the use of health department and other government employees, who can be trained and exercised in advance of an emergency, for this function.

HB 697, filed by Rep. Cooper, would make this needed change.
Safety:  Oppose weakening of helmet law, support seat belt requirements

Seat belts, motorcycle helmets, and child safety seats save lives, and we encourage their use.  These items help to reduce injuries that may last a lifetime and be very costly to individuals, families and the health care system.  MoALPHA supports the retention of current laws requiring their use, and efforts to strengthen the safety belt laws.
HB  165 (Rep. Dusenberg) and SB 27 (Sen. Ridgeway) repeal helmet requirement for motorcycle riders 21 and over.  Both bills were voted out of committee 2/24/09.
HB 665 (Rep. Deeken) implements primary enforcement of seat belt laws.

Raw Milk Sales:  Oppose exemption from milk permit requirements

Consumption of raw milk has been the cause of multiple outbreaks of salmonella, campylobacter, E. coli, and other diseases including tuberculosis.  MoALPHA opposes legalization of raw milk sales in Missouri.

HB 233 (Rep. Belinda Harris) would exempt raw milk sellers from milk permit and inspection requirements when selling or delivering raw milk and cream from a farm to individuals.
Support Expedited Partner Therapy for certain STDs

HB 370 (Rep. Storch) would allow physicians to dispense and prescribe medications for partners of persons with gonorrhea and chlamydia who are not their patients. 

Open Meetings and Records Law:  Oppose changes that would impose additional costs on LPHAs and MoALPHA

MoALPHA members adhere to the existing “Sunshine Law.”  Several proposed changes would create additional costs for LPHAs, and would bring MoALPHA and other voluntary associations of governmental entities under the requirements of the law.  This would be prohibitively expensive and would seriously threaten MoALPHA’s and MALBOH’s ability to carry out their mission.

HB 108 (Rep. Bivins) requires all public governmental bodies to make and retain a verbatim audio recording of any closed meeting.

HB 316 (Rep. Timothy Jones) would put MoALPHA and other such associations under the requirements of the Sunshine Law. Voted out of committee 2/25/09.

Local Elections:  Oppose requiring unnecessary elections 

Local elections can be expensive, and health departments must fund trustee elections from their budgets, money which would otherwise be used for services.  Currently, if the number of candidates filing for a position on the board is equal to the number of positions available, an election is not required.

HB 173, filed by Rep. Cox, requires certain elections to be held even if the number of candidates filing for a position is equal to the number of positions available.

Oppose property tax freezes and/or rollbacks

MoALPHA opposes all bills that would make it even more difficult to maintain funding for local public health services.  Specifically, we oppose legislative action to decrease or freeze property taxes statewide.  This should be a matter of local control, based on local needs.  We also oppose efforts to impose measures that restrict state appropriations, since Missouri is already required to have a balanced state budget.  Such measures have had serious negative effects on government services in the few states that have imposed them.

HJR 23, filed by Rep. Icet, proposes a constitutional amendment prohibiting state appropriations in any fiscal year from exceeding certain strict limits.  If passed, this would make it impossible for the state budget to grow, or for the state to accept higher levels of federal funding, and would strangle many essential governmental services.
Numerous (20-25) bills have been filed in the House and Senate to limit or eliminate property taxes, or exempt certain persons from paying them—see longer list of bills.  We don’t know yet which of these might start to move through the legislative process.

Tobacco Prevention and Control:  Support funding from Tobacco Settlement
MoALPHA supports the appropriation of funding from the Master Settlement Agreement for tobacco prevention and control activities.  LPHAs are leaders in local efforts to encourage healthier lifestyles, including reducing tobacco use, but funding is needed.

HB 38, filed by Rep. David Sater, creates the Tobacco Use Prevention, Cessation, and Enforcement Trust Fund, to be used by the Department of Health and Senior Services for a comprehensive tobacco control program.

SB 61, filed by Sen. Yvonne Wilson, creates the "Comprehensive Tobacco Control Trust Fund," which shall be funded by monies received from the strategic contribution payments under the Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement.  Voted out of committee 2/17/09.
Tobacco Prevention and Control:  Support restriction of smoking in public places 
MoALPHA supports measures to eliminate smoking in public places.  Second hand smoke has well-documented, serious effects on the health of nonsmokers, and smoking restrictions in other states and cities have led to dramatic decreases in heart attacks and other serious illnesses.

HJR 5, filed by Rep. Fallert, proposes a constitutional amendment prohibiting smoking tobacco products in public places or public meetings.

SB 309, filed by Sen. Bray, enacts a state-wide smoking ban by modifying the Clean Indoor Air Act.

Well Construction:  Oppose weakening of standards 
MoALPHA believes that all Missourians should have drinking water that is free of contaminants, and opposes the weakening of standards for well construction.

HB 172, filed by Rep. Cox, exempts well systems operated by churches or other houses of worship from certain rules governing well construction.  Voted out of committee 2/17/09.
